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AMERIC:, OUR 40PE IS Ik YOU

One and 2 half years ago L knew only one fmarici--an Americs
that gwe me 2n equal chance in the spruggle for 1life, liberty, and
the oursult of heponiness. Lf I were dsksd then--"Wast does Amsric:
mean to you?"--I would answer without any hesitation and with 11
sincerity--"Americ: means freedom, equality, securlity, and justice.

Yhe othsr niznt whils L w:is orevaring for thils snsecn, 1 asked
mysellf this same question--"Wn:it doss Lmeric- me n to you?" 1 ussi-
t-ted-~I was not surs of my answer. I wondere”d if '‘msricz stil! =ms ns
and wlll wmeans freedom, sauality, security, 2nd jJjustice when some of
its citizens were szgregated, discriminated »zainst, nd tra:t33 so

nnfairly. 4 knew I was not the ornly Amsrica seskinz =n =nswar.

Then I remembered thit old saying--411 tne ‘:nawers to the fature
will be found in the »ast for 2ll men. So ummindful of the search-
lizhts rsfleeting in wmy windows, L sat down and tried to recall all
the things that were taught to me in ay history, sociolozy, and Ameri-
cin 1life classss. This is wh2at L+ remembered:

America was born in Philsdelnnis on July 4, 1776, and for 1o7
yeirs it has been 1eld as the hone, the only, hooe, for the comaon
man. Americo has guaranteed to each and 111, native and foreizn,
ths right to bulld 1 home, to e:rn a livellnood, to worshlp, think,
ape<k, #nd ~ct as he »nlesged--as a fres man ejusl to every otner man.

Every revolution within the last 167 ;eaers which h.d for 1t-
ailm mor: freadom wns bwsed or her constitution. ko ery from 2n op-
preased peopls his sver zone unanswered by her. Americw froze, =noe-
less, in the snow =t Vallsey Forge, and b:ttled for nsr life 2t Gettys-
burg. She zave tns world 1ts gre:tsst symbols of democriny: Jeorge
Washinston, who dreed her from tyranny; snomas Jefierson, wno delfined
naer demoecratic course; and Avronam Lincoln, who s=ved nar and rarswed
her faith.,

Sometimes ‘merica failed and suffered. Sometimes she made mis~

takes, zre:t mistakes, but she elways z2dmitted them and tried to
rectify all the injustice thit flowed from them. 1 noticed that the
major trend in smerican history has been towards ecuality =and falir
pley for all. Amsrics hourded and harassad the indians, then re-
membering th:t these were the first Amerlcsns, sne gave taem back their
citizenship. She enslaved the wegroes, then again rasmenbering ameri-
cinism, she wrote out the mmancipation irocl=matlon. She persscuted

the German-Americans during the first World %Wer, then rscalling tant
America wes born of those who came from every n:tilon seeking liberty
and justice, she repented. der history 1s full of errors but with
ench mistike she hss lesrned and his marched forward onwird toward

a goal of security and pe2cs and a soclety of free men waers the
understanding that 211 men are crested enu:l, an understandi»: that
211 men whatever their race, color, or relizion be glven an equal
ovnortunity to seve themselves and each otuer other sccording to thelr
needs 2nd abilities.




L was once agaln at my desk. True, I waes jJust 23 much em-
bittered 2s -ny other evacuse. rcut I hnd found in the nast the
answar to my guestion. L nad 2lso found my faith in America--
f=2ith in the aAmerica thst 1s still alive in the ae:rts, minds,
and consciznces of true Amsricans today--failtn in the Amsricsn
gportsmanshins ani attitude of falr play that will judge citlizen-
sialp snd patriotism on the basis of actions and caievemsnts and
not on the basls of pnysical characteristics.

U~n we the zraduatinc cl:s3 ol fm~che Senior wilzn 3ehool,
still belilieve that Americes meens frsedom, eau-~lity, securlty,

and justicer Do I bg%ieve this? Do my classmates bslisvs thisy
Yza, with 211 our heats, becsuse in th~t f2ith, ir th=t ho2e, 1s

@y futuare, our future!, and ths wvorld's iatirs,




